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The mission of the American 

Guild of Organists is to enrich 

lives through organ and choral 

music. To achieve this, we: 

• Encourage excellence in the 

performance of organ and 

choral music; 

• Inspire, educate, and offer 

certification for organists and 

choral conductors; 

• Provide networking, fellowship, 

and mutual support; 

• Nurture future generations of 

organists; 

• Promote the organ in its 

historic and evolving roles; and 

• Engage wider audiences with 

organ and choral music. 
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From the Dean 

 

Since I’m writing this the week before Easter, the busy push through Holy Week is 

in full force but I’m anticipating a joyful celebration and some relief in the schedule 

coming soon. I hope you have had good success in leading your parishioners and I also 

hope that as your schedule lightens a little you may have time to attend our upcoming 

programs. We will hear chapter member Aaron Sunstein present a recital at First 

Lutheran Church, Carlisle on April 10 and the annual banquet will be held May 10. 

Details of both events are listed below. 

Pax vobiscum, 

Shawn Gingrich 

 

Next Program 

 

Sunday, April 10, 2016, 3:00pm 

Aaron Sunstein in recital 
First Lutheran Church, 21 South Bedford Street, Carlisle. 

 

Organist Aaron Sunstein will present "Masterworks 

for Pipe Organ" on Sunday, April 10 at 3:00 PM at First 

Lutheran Church, 21 S. Bedford Street, Carlisle. 

The recital will feature something for everyone 

including Bach, jazz, and birdsong.  Designed to 

showcase the majesty and versatility of the church's 

Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ, which is regarded as one of 

the finest instruments in South Central Pennsylvania, the 

program will feature works from the French symphonic 

organ tradition by Franck, Tournemire, and Messiaen as 

well as two major works by J.S. Bach and Billy 

Strayhorn's Lotus Blossom. 

Aaron is performing this concert in honor of his 

teacher Delbert Disselhorst, concert artist and 

Professor of Organ Emeritus at the University of Iowa, who was scheduled to perform 

on this date but withdrew due to ill health. 

As Minister of Music at First Lutheran Church in Carlisle, Aaron directs four 

choirs in addition to serving as principal organist.  He is a candidate for the Doctor of 

Music in organ degree at Indiana University Jacobs School of Music.  A member of the 

Harrisburg Chapter of the AGO, Aaron is dedicated to furthering the understanding of 

great organ music from all periods. 

Sponsored by Fine Arts at First, the concert is free to all. A freewill offering will be 

received, and a reception will follow the performance. For more information, contact 

the church, (717) 249-3310, or visit www.firstlutherancarlisle.org.   

 

Annual Meeting and Banquet 

 

The annual banquet and meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at 

Harmony Hall, 1400 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown. The evening will begin with a social 

hour from 6:00-7:00 PM and be followed by dinner at 7:00. The Lower Dauphin String 

Quartet will provide musical entertainment. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The buffet menu will include: 
 

Cash Bar 

Assorted Hors d’oeuvres 

 

House Garden Salad 

 

Balsamic Chicken 

Tender Sirloin Medallion 

Green Beans with Julienne Carrots 

Parmesan Encrusted Potatoes 

 

Assorted Dinner Rolls 

 

Cold and Hot Beverage Station 

 

Chef’s Choice of Dessert 

 

The price of the buffet dinner will be $35.00 per 

person. Please mail your reservation checks made payable 

to the Harrisburg Chapter AGO to Phyllis Conrad, 216 

Karinch Street, Lebanon, PA  17042.  The deadline for 

reservations is Monday, May 2. 

 

POE+ Update 

 

We now have ten registrants for 

the POE+ in July! We will host the 

event at Messiah College from July 10

-14. 

Chapter members who have adult 

piano students are encouraged to 

share the information about the 

POE+ with them. Registration is open to those who are 

age 19 and older. Early discount registration deadline is 

April 1. Final deadline for registering is May 1.  

Please plan to attend the four recital events each 

evening during the POE+ week. 

 

Membership News 

Address Update: 

 David Binkley 

 11 Tristan Dr.  Apt. 302 

 Dillsburg, PA 17019-1637 

 phone  (717) 991-4272 

 email remains—dhbinkley2@gmail.com 

 

Lunch Bunch 
 

Our next luncheon will be 

held on Wednesday, April 13th 

at 11:30 a.m. in the Bridges 

Café at the Radisson in Camp 

Hill. Please email or phone 

Doris Savage no later than 

Monday, April 11th if you plan 

to attend. Telephone (717) 

697-4042 or email dorisagohbg@comcast.net.  

(Continued from page 1) 

The deadline  

to make a  

reservation is May 2. 

Slate of Nominations 
 

Officers: 

Dean: Shawn Gingrich     

Sub-Dean: Aaron Sunstein      

Secretary: Karen Appel 

Treasurer: Richard Zentmeyer 

At-Large Board Nominees (class of 2016-2020): 

Thomas Notestine 

Brett Terry  

Karen Worley 

 

Voting will occur electronically on 

the chapter website between April 15 

and April 30. To request a paper ballot 

contact the secretary, Karen Appel at 

(717) 599-5809. 

 

 

 

National Convention  

in Houston, Texas 2016 

 

The Houston Chapter invites you and the mem-

bers of your chapter to attend the 2016 AGO National 

Convention, June 19–23. After several years of plan-

ning, we are pleased to offer an array of renowned 

performers and workshop presenters, and provide a 

showcase for new, rising talent and exciting new com-

positions. It’s not too late to register.  

Visit AGOHouston2016.com to see the exciting 

details of the 2016 convention. 

 

 

 

 

‘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Schulmerich Carillon Rolls 

 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Martinsburg, PA 

has recently put their Schulmerich carillon out of ser-

vice and have about 30 rolls that play on the instru-

ment and would like to find them a good home if any-

one is interested in them. Contact Melissa Fetzer  by 

email, mrfetzer@atlanticbb.net or by phone (814) 793-

2735  

mailto:dhbinkley2@gmail.com
mailto:dorisagohbg@comcast.net
http://pinterest.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=89e08c29509e8950d489be3db&id=0218abd318&e=4a3185da1e
mailto:mrfetzer@atlanticbb.net


Archivist Report 

1965/1966 Season 

 

Meetings of the Chapter: 

 

September: Picnic/Chicken Bar BQ—New 

Cumberland Park—cost was 50 cents per 

person! 

October: Gale Enger recital—Pine Street 

United Presbyterian—classmate of Ellen 

Hunt! 

November: Contemporary Hymn Preludes—

Zion Lutheran—Pierce Getz, presenter 

December: Christmas Party—Colonial Park 

UCC 

January: Demonstration of new organ—

Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd 

February: Lecture/Demonstration by Moller 

Organ Company—Stevens Methodist 

March: Scholarship Recital by George 

Decker—Grace Methodist 

April: Demonstration of new Kilgen organ—

First EUB Hershey 

May: Observance of National Music Week—

no details on what they did! 

June: Annual meeting, election of officers, 

banquet 

  

A Summer Sing Along was held at Pine Street 

Presbyterian on Tuesday evenings from July 6 

through August 10 with works of Bach, 

Brahms, Gaul, Mendelssohn, Britten, Holst, 

Haydn, Handel and Gilbert and Sullivan being 

read. 

 

Lebanon Valley College began construction of 

a new chapel in which a new 62 rank Schantz 

organ would be installed in the 1968 summer. 

 

The General State Authority borrowed 

$250,000 to pay for the installation of the 

organ in the Forum.  

 

The Annual Banquet was held at Schindler’s 

Restaurant.  It was a smorgasbord at the cost 

of $3.60, which included gratuity! 

 

Officers installed:  Dean, Mrs. John Urban; 

Sub-Dean, Robert Clippinger; Secretary, 

Frances Bishop; Treasurer, Elizabeth 

McCleary; Registrar, Irene Bressler; Chaplain, 

Rev. Donald Zechman; Auditor, John 

Scholten ; Directors:  Ted Herzel, Michael 

Shoemaker, Charles Yocum.   

 

Ken Walker 

Archivist 
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Shenk Scholarship for Organ Lessons  

 

  

The Harrisburg Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists (AGO) is pleased to invite piano students, 

grades 6-12, to apply for the Shenk Scholarship for 

summer organ lessons offered by several members of 

the Harrisburg Chapter. The Shenk Scholarship 

provides the equivalent of ten 30-minute organ 

lessons, membership in the Guild, as well as an 

opportunity to play in a chapter program. The 

deadline to apply for this scholarship is April 30, 2016. 

More details and application forms are available on the Chapter 

website (Education—Scholarships) or by contacting Shawn Gingrich, 

at (717) 877-8554, or by e-mail at dean@harrisburgago.org.  

 

 

Upcoming Programs  

 
 

Sunday, April 10 – 3:00pm  

 Aaron Sunstein will play a recital at First Lutheran Church, 21 South 

Bedford Street, Carlisle. See article, page 1. 

 

Tuesday, May 10 – Annual Meeting and Banquet at Harmony Hall, 

1400 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown.  The evening will begin 
with a social hour from 6:00-7:00 PM and be followed by 
dinner at 7:00. The Lower Dauphin String Quartet will provide 
musical entertainment. See complete information pages 1-2. 

 

Wednesday, June 29 – 7:00pm  

2015 RCYO winner Jeremy Jelinek 

in recital. Jeremy Jelinek is a 

student of David Higgs at the 

Eastman School of Music, winner of 

the Carol Teti Memorial Organ 

Competition at Indiana University 

of  Pennsy lvan ia ,  the local 

competition in Pittsburgh, and the 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Competition 

for Young Organists’ (RCYO) in 

2015. He has been a church 

musician for eleven years and he’s 

only 19 years old. He also holds 

the Colleague certificate from the 

AGO, something he attained at age 

15. We will feature Jeremy in a rising star recital underwritten by the 

Clapper—Frysinger Fund. First United Methodist Church, 64 West 

Chocolate Avenue, Hershey. 

 

Visit us on the web: www.harrisburgago.org 

 
 

Also find us on Facebook:  

 

Harrisburg Chapter  

of the American  

Guild of Organists. 

The 

deadline 

to apply 

for this 

scholar-

ship is 

April 30 

mailto:dean@harrisburgago.org
http://www.harrisburgago.org/
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 Area Events Listing 

 

Sunday, April 3, 2016—4:00 PM 

Camp Hill Presbyterian Church, 101 North 23rd 

Street, Camp Hill presents Kathryn Calley Galitz, 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City, Lec-

ture. A free-will offering will be received. 
 

Wednesday, April 6, 2016—12:15 PM 

Camp Hill Presbyterian Church, 101 North 23rd 

Street, Camp Hill presents organist Aaron Sunstein as 

a part of the Wednesday Noonday Organ Recitals 

featuring members of the Harrisburg Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists. 11:45 AM – 12:15 PM 

light lunch served at the church, 12:15 – 12:45 PM 

Organ Recital. A free-will offering will be received. 

(717) 737-0488 www.thechpc.org. 
 

Saturday, April 9, 2016—7:00 PM 

Hanoverdale Church of the Brethren, 577 Hershey 

Road, Hummelstown presents “Hymn Sing” - piano, 

organ, and trumpet. Freewill offering to benefit Ken-

tucky Mission Trip. For information call (717) 566-

8821.  

 

Saturday, April 9, 2016—7:00 PM 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral, 221 N Front St, 

Harrisburg presents lyric soprano Megan Dimmock 

of Baltimore in a program of song celebrating spring, 

a time of renewal and new growth. She will be ac-

companied by pianist Johann Kvam, of the Peabody 

Institute. Free admission. 
 

Saturday, April 9, 2016—7:30 PM 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 2000 Chestnut Street, 

Camp Hill presents The American Composers Cho-

ral Festival. 200+ voice choir from Trinity, area 

churches and the Harrisburg Singers; Craig Courtney, 

guest conductor. Tickets are available from the 

church office (717) 737-8635. See article, page 7. 
 

Sunday, April 10, 2016—3:00 PM 

First Lutheran Church, 21 South Bedford Street, Car-

lisle presents organist Aaron Sunstein. The concert is 

free and open to all.  A freewill offering will be re-

ceived.  www.firstlutherancarlisle.org (717) 249-3310. 
 

Sunday, April 10, 2016—4:00 PM 

Camp Hill Presbyterian Church, 101 North 23rd 

Street, Camp Hill presents the American Celtic band 

Rizetta’s Tones, comprising Linda Lohr, Amanda 

Wells, Randy Kochel & Bill Stine in a concert of in-

strumental and vocal music. A freewill offering will be 

received at this concert. 
 

Sunday, April 10, 2016—7:00 PM 

St. Luke Episcopal Church, 22 South Sixth Street, 

Lebanon presents Choral Evensong and Organ Re-

cital by James Wetzel, New York City. Free-will of-

fering.  

Treasurer’s Report 
by Rick Zentmeyer 

 

Balance in Checking as of:  2/1/2016  $4,667.22 

 Checks:  $468.20 

 Debits:  $34.95 

 Deposits & Credits:  $1,251.00 

Balance in Checking as of:  2/29/2016  $5,415.07 

 

Invested Funds as of:  2/39/2016 

 Reserve MM:   $25,384.77 

 Education MM   $12,071.77 

 Competition MM   $5,794.72 

 Recital MM   $6,546.47 

 Cassel Award CD:   $0.00 

 General CD :   $0.00 

 

TOTAL ASSETS as of:  2/29/2016  $54,465.05 

 

*Reserve no longer includes: 

 Cassel Savings:   $20.00 

 Stahle Savings:   $723.78 

 Yocum Savings:   $1,411.28 

 

*Competition MM includes the following: 

 Cassel CD + Cassel Savings   $5,070.74 

 Stahle Savings:   $723.78 

 

*Education MM includes: 

 Shenk Scholarship:   $2,361.48 

 Throne Fund   $8,279.10 

 Yocum Scholarship:   $1,411.28 

 

*Recital MM includes Clapper-Frysinger  $6,546.47 

 

*Checking includes: 

 POE+ Income  $5,835.00 

 6 Registrations:  $2,430.00 

    20 Donations:  $3,405.00 

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016—3:00 PM 

Lititz Church of the Brethren, 300 West Orange Street, 

Lititz presents Tuesday Tunes for the Organ featuring or-

ganist Eric Garner. A free-will offering received. 
 

Friday, April 22, 2016—7:30 PM 

Dover United Church of Christ, 45 W. Canal Street, Do-

ver,  presents the Hershey Handbell Ensemble in concert.  

For information visit hersheyhandbellensemble.org. 
 

Saturday, April 23, 2016—7:00 PM 

First Baptist Church, 3375 Druck Valley Road, York pre-

sents the Hershey Handbell Ensemble in concert.  For in-

formation visit hersheyhandbellensemble.org. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.thechpc.org/
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hersheyhandbellensemble.org
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Fred Swann in Baltimore 
 

Sunday, April 24—3:00 pm 
 

Brown Memorial Park 

Ave.  Presbyterian 

Church in Baltimore 

presents legendary 

organist Frederick 

Swann in concert. 

Swann, who was 

president of the AGO 

from 2002-2008, has 

had a celebrated career 

that included positions 

at New York City's 

Riverside Church (where he succeeded Virgil Fox), and at 

The Crystal Cathedral. The program includes works by 

Bach, Franck, Bingham, Willan and John Weaver. This 

recital celebrates Swann's 85th year (and 70th as a 

concert performer) prior to his upcoming attempt to 

retire. Sponsored by the Tiffany Committee. Brown 

Memorial is at 1320 Park Avenue (Bolton Hill 

neighborhood), Baltimore, MD 21217.  Free parking and 

shuttle service available.  Tickets are $15 ($5 for students) 

in advance (recommended) at: www.browndowntown.org 

and at the door.  A reception will follow the recital.  410-

523-1542. 

 

 

 

Arts Fest in 2016 

by Herb Dimmock 

 

ArtsFEST draws huge crowds over Memorial Day 

Weekend to Harrisburg. The festival has lots of superb 

arts and crafts, all located along Front St. St Stephen's 

Cathedral is in the very center of the festival.  

As I have done for the past two years, I play a 15 

minute recital every hour on the hour all day long, on 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday. I would like to expand this 

program in 2016 by welcoming fellow AGO members to 

play on this event. I'd suggest that each person play a 30 

to 50 minute recital. Participants would be encouraged to 

bring materials with them which detailed musical events at 

their home churches & schools. Said materials would be 

put out for the entire weekend in the church 

narthex. Dates and times are May 28, 11 to 5, May 29, 

Noon to 5, and May 30, 10 to 5. 

Players would be encouraged to emphasize music that 

would appeal to organ novices such as the Bach Toccata 

and Fugue in d or the Widor Toccata. 

Anyone who is interested in donating their time and talent 

to this cause should email me at thdimmock@gmail.com 

or call 236-4059. I will continue to sign people up until all 

the slots are filled.  

 

Sunday, April 24, 2016—3:00 PM 

CrossPoint Church, 430 Colonial Road, Harrisburg  

presents the Hershey Handbell Ensemble in concert.  

For information visit hersheyhandbellensemble.org. 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2016—3:00 PM 

New Hope  Fa i t h  Commun i t y  Church 

33 Sunday Drive, Hanover presents the Hershey Hand-

bell Ensemble in concert.  For information visit hershey-

handbellensemble.org. 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2016—3:00 PM 

Palmyra Church of the Brethren, 45 North Chestnut 

Street, Palmyra presents organist Shawn Gingrich in re-

cital. Please come and delight in the sounds of our Ae-

olian Skinner organ.  A good-will offering will be col-

lected. 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2016—7:00 PM 

St. Luke Episcopal Church, 22 South Sixth Street, Leba-

non presents Choral Evensong and Piano Recital by Julie 

Gottschall, Reading. Free-will offering.  

 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016—3:00 PM 

Lititz Church of the Brethren, 300 West Orange Street, 

Lititz presents Tuesday Tunes for the Organ featuring 

organist Josh Tindall, Director of Music Ministries at 

Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren. A free-will offer-

ing received. 
 

Saturday, May 21, 2016—7:30 PM 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 2000 Chestnut Street, Camp 

Hill presents Carmina Burana, Carl Orff’s monumental 

work for chorus, orchestra and soloists presented by 

the Harrisburg Choral Society and the Pennsbury Com-

munity Chorus of Fairless Hills, Pa. 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2016—3:00 PM 

Palmyra Church of the Brethren, 45 North Chestnut 

Street, Palmyra presents organist Shawn Gingrich in re-

cital. Please come and delight in the sounds of our Ae-

olian Skinner organ.  A good-will offering will be col-

lected. 
 

Sunday, June 5, 2016—4:00 PM 

St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church, 501 E. 

Orange St., Lancaster Organ Dedication and Concert . 

Featuring performers “Deux Voix,” Stephen Distad 

(organ) and Justin Langham (trumpet) as the parish cele-

brates the rebuilt Gottfried/Gundling Organ by the Per-

agallo Organ Company of Patterson, NJ. Free-will offer-

ing; reception follows in the church meeting room. 
 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016—7:00 PM 

Harrisburg Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

and First United Methodist Church, 64 West Chocolate 

Avenue, Hershey present organist Jeremy Jelinek in re-

cital. See Program listing, page 3 for complete info. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Hershey Handbell Ensemble 

Spring 2016 Concert Season 

 

Formed in 2004, this auditioned community 

handbell ensemble was formed to fulfill the need for 
an auditioned community ensemble comprised of 

persons able to play advanced literature, interested 

in advancing the art of handbell ringing through 

education and performance, and interested in uniting 

people through this musical art.  

The fifteen member group performs seasonally 

on seven octaves of Malmark Handbells, six octaves 

of Malmark Choirchimes, three octaves of Malmark 

Cymbells, two octaves of Schulmerich Silver Melody 

Bells, and other assorted instruments. 

The concerts will feature original works and 

arrangements of hymns, classic tunes, and other 

favorite melodies. Two selections will feature the 

addition of instrumentalists, violinist Sam Rothermel 

and cellist Isaac Salapa. 

For information call (717) 298-7071 or visit the 

website: www.hersheyhandbellensemble.org. 

The concert is free but free-will offerings will be 

received. 

 

Friday, April 22, 2016 - 7:30pm 

Dover United Church of Christ 

45 W. Canal Street, Dover, PA  17315  

 

Saturday, April 23, 2016 - 7:00pm 

First Baptist Church 

3375 Druck Valley Road, York, PA  17406 

 
Sunday, April 24, 2016 - 3:00pm 

CrossPoint Church 

430 Colonial Road, Harrisburg, PA  17112  

 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 - 3:00pm 

New Hope Faith Community Church 

33 Sunday Drive, Hanover, PA  17331  

Just for fun 

http://www.hersheyhandbellensemble.org/
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Position Available 

 

Organist or pianist: Chestnut Grove Lutheran Church is 

seeking an organist or pianist to play during our Sunday 

Church Services.  Our services starts at 10:30 AM until 

11:30 AM.  The church is at 1136 S. Mountain Rd, York 

Springs, PA (Latimore).   It is approximately 8 miles from 

Dillsburg, PA.  Fee is negotiable.  Please contact Margie 

Leese (717) 258-6892 or email mrleese@comcast.net.  

 

Director of Music: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

221. S. 2nd St., Steelton seeks a part-time director of music 

ministry.  Responsibilities include accompanying our worship 

at 10:15 on Sunday mornings and during special services 

throughout the year; leading our adult choir and chime 

choir; and working together with the pastor and worship 

and music committee to discern how to best worship and 

serve God through our music.  Contact the church office 

for more information: (717) 939-4998. 
 

Director of Music: St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of York, Pennsylvania seeks a dynamic full-time Di-

rector of Music for its diverse music ministry. The successful 

applicant will have experience overseeing a variety of choral 

and instrumental groups within a large church, will assist in 

worship planning and leadership, and will be responsible for 

supervising part-time musical staff. Interested applicants 

should forward a letter of interest and relevant qualifications 

to Rev. Kevin T. Shively, Lead Pastor at St. Matthew Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church, 839 W. Market St., York, PA 17401 

(or at kshively@stmatt.org). 
 

Director of Music/Organist/Pianist: St. James Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, a partner in the Lebanon Lutheran Coop-

erative Ministry, located in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, is seeking 

a Director of Music/Organist/Pianist. The successful candi-

date will be a creative musician who can work cooperatively 

with the pastors and the Worship & Music Committee to 

plan the music program of the congregation. Responsibilities 

include providing music for Sunday worship, as well as spe-

cial services, and leading a multi-generational choir. Lutheran 

liturgical experience preferred. Please call the church office 

a t  (717)  272-5563 or  send resume to 

stjames15@verizon.net. 
 

Organist / Pianist / Choir Director: Zion Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Lebanon, Pennsylvania is looking for a 

permanent or long-term organist/pianist/Choir Director. 

Working with the Worship & Music Committee, responsi-

bilities will include playing the piano and organ for Sunday 

morning service, accompanying a weeknight rehearsal on 

piano, accompanying the choir during worship, and playing 

for several special services throughout the year. The ideal 

candidate will be reliable, punctual, responsible, God-

centered, and take an interest in the congregation. Lutheran 

service experience is preferred but not required. Please 

send or call Patsy at (717) 272-1621.  Zion Evangelical Lu-

theran Church, 28 North 9th Street, Lebanon, PA 17046. 

The American Composers  

Choral Festival  
 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 2000 Chestnut Street, 

Camp Hill will host the American Composers Choral 

Festival on Saturday, April 9, at 7:30 pm. The combined 

Festival Choir of over 200 singers from Trinity, the 

Cedar Cliff Chamber Singers, the Harrisburg Singers, 

and other local churches will be under the direction of 

guest conductor and composer Craig Courtney. Jointly 

sponsored by Trinity and the Harrisburg Singers, 

Courtney will conduct the Festival Choir in selections 

written by him and several of today's contemporary 

American composers. Tickets are $10 and are available 

from the church office (717) 737-8635.  

A native of Indiana, Craig Courtney began playing 

the piano at the age of 

three and the cello at the 

age of eleven. He received 

a Bachelors and a Masters 

d e g r e e  i n  p i a n o 

performance at the 

University of Cincinnati, 

s t u d y i n g  p i a n o 

under Raymond Dudley 

and chamber music under 

Walter Levin of the 

LaSalle Quartet. During 

that time, he was a 

member of the Pi Kappa 

Lambda Honorary Music 

Society. 

Following a three-year stay in Milan, Italy, where 

Mr. Courtney studied the piano with Illonka Deckers, 

performed for the Associazione Musicale "Gustav 

Mahler", and worked extensively as a vocal coach, he 

was invited to join the music faculty of the famed 

Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria, serving as piano 

teacher and accompanist for the woodwind and brass 

department. 

It was during this six-year period, while serving in 

the music ministry of the Salzburg International Baptist 

Church, that Mr. Courtney began directing a church 

choir and composing sacred choral music, due to the 

unavailability of English language music. In 1985, his 

compositions came to the attention of John Ness Beck, 

through the publication of his octavo, “Thy Will Be 

Done,” initiating a close working relationship between 

the two men which continued until Mr. Beck's death in 

1987. In making plans for the ongoing of Beckenhorst 

Press, Mr. Beck appointed Craig Courtney to assume 

his responsibilities as staff composer and editor. 

In demand throughout the country as a choral 

clinician and featured composer, Craig Courtney now 

resides in Columbus, Ohio with his wife, Susan, and his 

fourth son, Nathan. 

mailto:mrleese@comcast.net
mailto:kshively@stmatt.org
mailto:stjames15@verizon.net
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Hospitality Phyllis Conrad 

Membership  Judy Schrack 

Nominating  Ralph Kneeream 

Placement   Timothy Koch 

Professional Development   Ralph Kneeream 

Program  Robert Lau 

Publicity   Mary Jane Nelson 

Registrar Richard Zentmeyer 

The Bombarde is published monthly by the 

Harrisburg Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 
 

Submission to The Bombarde 

The deadline for each edition of The Bombarde is the fifteenth 

of the month unless otherwise noted. Whenever possible, 

please submit your items in electronic format. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for inclusion in the May 2016 newsletter is April 15, 

2016.  

Please send all submissions to:  

Shawn Gingrich 

1102 Ballyshannon Drive 

Elizabethtown PA 17022 

 Telephone: 717-877-8554 Fax: 717-533-6005  

E-mail: bombarde@harrisburgago.org 

We thank Mary Jane Nelson for proofreading  

and Daniel Bruce for assembling and mailing 

this issue of The Bombarde.  

mailto:bombarde@harrisburgago.org

